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University of Florida: 2005 Speakers

To learn more about our speakers, click on each name.

Rob Campbell
Howard Leonhardt
Arnold Heggestad 
Sue Washer 
Jeff Gold 
Charles E. Harris
Thomas S. Johnson

Rob Campbell - Founder and partner of New South Ventures

Rob Campbell holds the distinction of working directly for Apple Computer’s founder, Steve Jobs and
Microsoft’s founder, Bill Gates. Rob is better known, however, for the products his startups developed –
FileMaker and PowerPoint.

Rob has twenty years of experience in new business start-ups and in high growth market-driven 
companies. He is a proven business and marketing manager with an in-depth knowledge of computer 
and software markets and sales channels. 

In the late 1970’s, Rob founded Dakin5 and the Denver Software Company – two software companies
that lead the way in the use of Apple Computers in business applications. When Apple acquired Dakin5’s
products in 1979, Rob was hired as Manager of Application Software and reported to Steve Jobs. Within
the next four years, Rob pioneered the development, acquisition and marketing of Apple’s application
software. Sales increased from $300 thousand to $65.0 million. When Apple’s plan to spin out his group
was delayed, Rob started this third startup – Forethought, Inc.

At Forethought, Rob continued his groundbreaking application software efforts by developing and 
marketing a number of high value products including FileMaker and PowerPoint. These were some of the 
first products that used a graphical user interface now popular with Microsoft Windows and the 
Macintosh OS. They continue to be the top selling database and presentation products for the Apple 
Macintosh and Windows. In 1987, Microsoft acquired the company. 

After working for Bill Gates, Rob established RHC enterprises, a private consulting and investment 
firm. Rob worked closely with venture capitalists in helping technology startups to successfully identify 
and penetrate high growth markets. Today he is a founder and partner of New South Ventures, a 
Sarasota-based venture capital firm.

Back to Top

Howard Leonhardt - Bioheart 

Howard J. Leonhardt is the Founder of Bioheart and has served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
of the company since it’s founding in June of 1999. December 1998 through June 1999 he held the
position of President of World Medical Manufacturing Corporation, a subsidiary of Medtronic, Inc. From
1986 to December 1998 he served as Founder and Chief Executive Officer of World Medical
Manufacturing Corporation, a medical technology company that initially produced cardiovascular balloon
catheters and later progressed into development of other products, including stent grafts for aortic
aneurysm repair. Mr. Leonhardt is an inventor with seven issued US patents in the cardiovascular
sciences and numerous patents pending worldwide.

He is also the Founder of World Biotech, a private investment fund specializing in biotechnology 
companies. He graduated from the accelerated International Trade from Anoka - Hennepin Technical 
College, attended Anoka-Ramsey Community College and the University of Minnesota and has received 
an honorary Doctorate of Biomedical Engineering degree from the University of Northern California. Mr. 
Leonhardt serves as Consulting Professor and Board Advisor at Florida International University, 
Biomedical Engineering Institute.

Back to Top

AI2V 1: Waltham, MA 8/1-4
AI2V 2: Urbana, IL 9/9-12
Southfield, MI - 9/28
Kansas City, MO - 9/29
St. Paul, MN - 10/6
Fargo-Moorehead, MN - 10/12
Orlando, FL - 11/2
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Arnold Heggestad - Holloway Professor of Finance and Entrepreneurship 

Dr. Arnold A. Heggestad, Holloway Professor of Finance and Entrepreneurship is the Founding Director of
the Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation and is currently responsible for the College of Business’
entrepreneurship program. Dr. Heggestad has been at the University of Florida since 1974. He has
served in many positions during his tenure at the University, including Chairman of the Department of
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate, Associate Dean of the College of Business Administration, Director
of the Center for Financial Institutions, Executive Director of the University of Florida Research
Foundation, Associate Vice President of Research and Technology and Director of the Division of
Entrepreneurial Programs.

Dr. Heggestad has been very active in public service. He was a founder of Enterprise Florida and has 
served on the Board of the Capital Partnership since 1993. He was a founder of the $36 million Cypress 
Private Equity Fund of Enterprise Florida and serves as its Chairman. He was a founder of the North 
Florida Technology Innovation Corporation and serves as the Chairman of its successor, The Enterprise 
North Florida Corporation. He was founding chairman of Invest, its $1.8 million venture capital fund. 

From 1996 to 1998, Dr. Heggestad has served as Chairman of the Florida Commission on Government 
Accountability to the People, a statewide appointment by the Governor of Florida. He served from 
1992-1998 as a Director of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, Jacksonville Branch. He has also served 
as Visiting Scholar, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta and as Senior Economist for the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System. He is currently a senior scholar for Tax Watch. His research 
interests include venture capital, banking, and economic development.

Back to Top

Sue Washer - President and CEO of Applied Genetic Technologies Corporation (AGTC) 

Sue Washer is an experienced entrepreneur with a strong scientific and operational background. She
has a B.S. in biochemistry from Michigan State University, where she was a National Merit Scholar.
After working in the area of product development for Abbot Laboratories, she went on to earn an MBA
from the University of Florida where she was one of the first graduates from the Business School’s
Entrepreneurship program. She has 10 years of pharmaceutical management and research experience
from Abbott Labs and Eli Lilly as well as 7 years of senior management experience with entrepreneurial
firms. Sue currently serves as President and CEO of Applied Genetic Technologies Corporation (AGTC)
in Gainesville, Florida.

Back to Top

Jeff Gold - President & CEO of CryoVascular Systems 

Jeff Gold has been President & CEO of CryoVascular Systems since February 2001. He joined 
CryoVascular with over twenty-four years of experience in the medical device field. He received his 
engineering training at Northeastern University in Boston, MA and earned his MBA from the University 
of Florida. His most recent role was Executive Vice-President and Chief Operating Officer of 
CardioThoracic Systems (CTS), a company now owned by Guidant that is involved in developing and 
marketing leading-edge products and technologies in the field of minimally invasive cardiac surgery, 
specifically beating heart coronary bypass surgery. Prior to the role with CTS, Jeff spent over eighteen 
years with Cordis Corporation, now a Johnson & Johnson company. The last position Mr. Gold held at 
Cordis was as co-founder and President of Cordis Endovascular Systems, a subsidiary company 
engaged in the development and marketing of advanced devices and technology for the treatment of 
diseases of the brain and neurovascular system. In 2004, Mr. Gold received CEI's Distinguished 
Alumnus Entrepreneur of the Year award.

Back to Top

Charles E. Harris 

Mr. Harris is President and Chief Executive Officer of Synagen Capital Partners, Inc., a merchant 
banking firm located in Orlando, Florida. He is also Chairman of the Board and President of Intellon 
Corporation, a high-speed powerline networking company located in Ocala, Florida. Mr. Harris has over 
25 years of experience as a business executive, investment banker and attorney. He served as Vice 
Chairman and Chief Financial Officer of Starwood Vacation Ownership, Inc., President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Allen C. Ewing & Co., an investment banking firm, and Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of Mid-State Federal Savings Bank. Before becoming an investment banker, he was 
engaged in the private practice of law, where he focused on financial, technology, securities and merger 
and acquisition matters. He also served as Senior Vice President and General Counsel of Sun Banks, 
Inc., a regional bank holding company. Co-author of several books on computer contract and business 
negotiations, Mr. Harris also was an Assistant Professor of Law at the University of Florida. 

Mr. Harris received his B.A. degree (with high honors) from the University of Florida in 1969 where he 
was elected Phi Beta Kappa and a J.D. degree (cum laude) from the Harvard Law School in 1972. He is a 
General Securities Principal and a member of The Florida Bar and The District of Columbia Bar.

Back to Top

Thomas S. Johnson, President and Chief Executive Officer Global Imaging Systems, Inc

Tom Johnson has served as a director and as President and Chief Executive Officer since Global’s
founding in June 1994. Since that time, Global has acquired 52 office imaging businesses and has
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reached $630 million in annual revenue.

From 1991 to 1994, Mr. Johnson was an office imaging industry consultant. From 1989 to 1990, he 
served as Chief Operating Officer for Danka Industries, Inc. 

From 1975 to 1989, he worked at IKON, formerly known as Alco Standard Corporation, in various staff 
and operating roles. When he left there in 1989, he was Vice President-Operations of the Office Products 
group and was responsible for acquisitions and turning around under-performing operations. 

Mr. Johnson has been involved in the acquisition of over 200 office equipment dealers since 1985, and
has over 20 years experience in acquiring and integrating businesses. He is widely recognized
throughout the industry for the benchmarking model that continues to be perfected under his leadership.
That model is a key foundation for Global Imaging Systems’ continuing growth and profitability.

He graduated with a B.S. degree from the University of Florida in 1972, and received his MBA from 
Harvard Business School in 1976.
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